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was one; and the finder took the paper to the Signoria The
latter caused Boscoli and Capponi to be executed; but of the
rest, while a few were banished, the greater part were set at
liberty, it being felt that the plot had no real sympathisers,
but was simply a dream of two hare-brained young men.
Machiavelli was one of those held to be entirely innocent, but
the suspicion which had rested on him for a few days ruined
his career, as he could get no further official employment; he
retired to his country villa, and took to Literature *

Giuliano on being relieved of the rule of Florence retiied
to Rome, a change which was not unacceptable to him. "He
preferred the charms of private life, literature, and the society
of learned men to ambition " And such society, having been
driven from Florence by the anarchy of the pievious eighteen
years, had now gravitated to Rome, which under Julius II,
and still more under Leo X, was becoming what Florence had
once been, the centre of Art and Learning in Italy.

In 1513 Louis XII again advanced into Italy and attacked
Milan, but was repulsed by the armies of Ferdinand and
Maximilian, sustaining a decisive defeat at the battle of
Novara.

In 1515 Louis XII died (on the ist January), and was
succeeded by his distant cousin, Francis I.

Giuliano, loving a quiet and unostentatious style of life,
was averse from the honours which his brother, Leo X, in the
desire to aggrandise his family, now thrust upon him. He was
made lord of Parma, Piacenza, and Modena, but he thwarted
the design which Leo X formed to make him Duke of U>foino
by dispossessing its Duke, Francesco della Rovere, who in
1508 had succeeded his uncle, Guidobaldo Montefeltro. When
this was proposed Giuliano absolutely refused, "because it
would be an injustice to the rightfu/ Duke"; and Leo X had to